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1st Congress of Merhav - Be'er Sheva 2005

Merhav - MIU - Movement for Israeli Urbanism 

Sponsored by Be'er Sheva Municipality
Urban Renaissance in Israel – Necessity and Tools

December 12-13, 2005    Beer-Sheva, Israel

The first MIU congress will focus on three issues:
The first - understanding the various dimensions of the necessity for an urban renaissance in Israel,
The second - a discussion on ways to bring about this renaissance in accordance with the principles of the MIU.
The third –Charrette- Public, Planners and Stakeholders plan Beer Sheva neighborhoods together.
Opening Night 

Our Invited Lecturers
The Congress is directed toward 
Purpose and Goals of the Congress
Charrette
For our guests from abroad
For More Information
Sponsorship 
Introduction
Israel, is a dense and urbanized country, and is likely to grow more so in the coming decades. However, recent policies and the growing role of market forces have created unsustainable development patterns in increasing sub-urbanization and sprawl of housing, employment and commercial centers. The existing urban fabric is eroded through disinvestment in upgrading and renewal, and by lack of attention to public space due to an exaggerated importance given to the car. Moreover, since much of Israel's existing urban fabric was constructed using modern city planning methods, which have failed throughout the world to produce successful urban environments – the renovation of neighborhoods and cities, has to transform these housing projects and single use neighborhoods into vibrant urban quarters. Finally, the growing inequality within society is reflected also in the flight of the middle class from older cities, or in its concentration in particular neighborhoods, while the rest of the city is allowed to deteriorate. As the old housing stock ages and deteriorates, and is not being replaced, affordable housing in the central areas of cities becomes scarce, thus pushing families in the search for housing ever farther from the center of the metropolitan areas.
Two state wide planning efforts, Israel 2020, and subsequently the National General Plan 35, pointed out that in future decades a doubling of existing built fabric will be needed to satisfy the needs of a growing population and increasing prosperity. What will be the shape of this growth? Will it be a continuance of existing patterns of development: fragmented enclaves, automobile based, consuming evermore larger quantities of land, and fragmenting and destroying the last areas of agricultural and open spaces of the dense coastal plain? Or will it be a smarter, more urbane and civic development, based on public transit accessibility to homes and jobs, on dense and yet human scale development, that will strengthen existing cities and protect and enhance important open spaces and ecological areas?

Opening Night 

Welcoming Statements: 

Mr. Yitzhak Herzog, Minister of Construction and Housing

Mr. Jacob Turner, Mayor of Beer-Sheva

Prof. Avishay Braverman, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, President
Keynote Addresses:
Mr. John Norquist, President of the Congress for New Urbanism and former Mayor of Milwaukee

Dr. Hank Dittmar, Chairman, The Prince's Foundation New Urbanism as a World Movement
back to the top
The Congress is directed toward all those interested and concerned with Urbanism in Israel  

· Political leaders

· Developers

· Business leaders

· Private sector

· Professionals in the fields of city planning and design including city planners, architects, traffic engineers, sociologists,   historians, economists, political scientists and other urban professions

· Non-profit organizations and citizens who are concerned about the future of their towns and neighborhoods
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Our Invited Lecturers:

· Neal Payton, Principal Torti Gallas and Partners - Tools for Urban Renaissance – examples from USA
· Dhiru Thadani, Principal, arch +planners Ayers Saint Gross -projects in India and USA
· Dr. Hans Stimmann - 

· Peter Swift – The planning of Zakho, Iraq from master plan to Transect based building code.
· Dr.Harald Kegler, CEU Germany – Projects of urban renaissance in Germany 

· Prof. Gabriele Tagliaventi, AVOE, Italy – Projects of urban renaissance in Italy
· Javier Cenicacelaya, Spain – More than Frank Gehry: The urban renaissance of Bilbao
· Prof. Naomi Carmon, Institute for Urban and Regional Research, Technion – Strategies for Urban Renaissance and the role of New Urbanism

· Dr. Raseem Hamaisi, University of Haifa –New Urbanism in the Arab cities and towns in Israel
· Shamai Assif, Head of the Planning Administration, Ministry of the Interior, and Planner of the Master Plan for Beer-Sheva 2020
· Prof. Eli Stern, Head of Union of Israeli Planners and Ben-Gurion University

· Daniel Ben-Simon, Ha'aretz – Is an urban renaissance possible in Beer-Sheva and the Negev?


· Dror Gershon, Board Member, MIU– The state of Israeli cities and towns
· Dr. Yodan Rofè, Ben-Gurion University and Presentation of charter 
· Hillel Shocken MIU board member and students, Azrieli School of Architecture – An alternative project for Beer-Sheva
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Purpose and Goals of the Congress
· To increase awareness in the professional and academic community, and political decision makers and the lay public of the urban crisis facing Israeli cities and towns and to clarify its nature and extent

· To elaborate and explain principles of urbanism, that can once again create lively, interesting, viable and pleasant urban environments

· To discuss methods and techniques for an urban renaissance in Israel

· To create partnerships with the city of Beer-Sheva, Ben-Gurion University, and other relevant governmental and non-governmental organizations for an urban renaissance agenda in Beer-Sheva

· To widen and diversify the membership of the MIU, and strengthen the commitment to its charter among members.
back to the top
Charrette
Within the congress, we intend to engage in two activities: an urban design charrette, on important projects for Beer-Sheva's city core; a conference that will serve as an opening and theoretical background to the charrette.

The aim of the charrette, is to employ a participative planning method, that has been used extensively in urban projects in the US and Europe. 
This method brings to the table all the interested parties in order to develop together a vision of the proposed project, and agree on its principles. The result can than serve as a basis for an agreed plan, and project, which will meet less resistance and involve the community in its further development and growth. The charrette addresses all the goals, and in particular, the goal of increased awareness of the importance of urbanism among local political decision makers and lay public.

The congress aims to place the ideas of MIU in a wider international movement of New Urbanism, Smart Growth and Sustainable Development. It will bring to Israel keynote speakers from the forefront of this movement, to speak about their experiences of implementing and promoting these ideas in other cities of the world. It also brings together Israeli practitioners, to share their experiences, discuss recurring problems and their solutions, and draw strength from their successes.
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For our guests from abroad
We will arrange a post-conference program which will include visits to the Unit of Desert Architecture and Planning in Sde-Boker, Jerusalem, with explanation and discussion of recent planning efforts and challenges for the city, Modiin, the flagship new town designed by Moshe Safdie and Associates, and Tel-Aviv who recently won recognition of its center as a UNESCO monument of humanity.

 This program will take place on December 13-16.
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For More Information

Please visit our website www.miu.org.il
About the lectures please contact Yodan Rofe – Yodan@miu.org.il 

About the Charrette, please contact Dror Gershon – dror@miu.org.il 

For sponsorship, please contact Irit Solzi – irit@miu.org.il
We are looking for volunteers to help us with the conference – miu@miu.org.il 
back to the top
Sponsorship 
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